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Abstract
This paper offers a qualitative historical examination of Savitribai Phule's contributions to social
and educational reform, highlighting how well they correspond with the tenets and objectives of
India's National Education Policy (NEP) 2020. NEP 2020's goal of equitable, flexible, and
comprehensive education for all is reflected in Phule's support of inclusive education, equal access
for girls and members of underprivileged castes, community-engaged pedagogy, and
empowerment via critical thinking. Emphasis is on culturally appropriate pedagogy, various
learner needs, and ongoing professional development aligns with her progressive curriculum
design, concentration on teacher training from local communities, and lifelong learning initiatives.
NEP 2020's focus on affirmative action, gender equality, and universal access, including
provisions for underprivileged groups, is reflected in Phule's dedication to social justice and
breaking down caste and gender barriers. This paper demonstrates how Phule's ground-breaking
work offers a fundamental ethos and useful model for ongoing educational reforms intended to
promote equality, decency, and empowerment in India's educational system by placing her legacy
within the current framework of today.
Keywords: Social Reformer, Inclusive Education, Educational Contributions.
1. INTRODUCTION
Savitribai Phule was a pioneering nineteenth-century Indian educator and social reformer who is
often considered as modern India's first female teacher. In 1848, she and her husband, Jyotirao
Phule, founded India's first school for girls in Pune, during a time when education for women was
highly rare and socially unacceptable. Despite heavy societal opposition, she and her husband
increased their efforts, creating numerous girls' schools with inclusive education that accepted
marginalized groups across caste boundaries. Savitribai was also a supporter of women's rights,
social equality, and reforms including widow remarriage and intercaste marriage.
Her work established the groundwork for India's feminist movement and social reform,
emphasizing education as a key instrument for reclaiming self-esteem and combating caste and
gender inequality. Notably, she was India's first professionally qualified female teacher and
headmistress, and the British government recognized her achievements. Aside from education, she
established organizations such as Mahila Seva Mandal for women's rights and facilities to prevent
infanticide among widows. Her legacy continues to impact educational policy in India that
promote equity, inclusivity, and empowerment. She is sometimes referred to as the "Mother of
Modern Education in India" because to her ground-breaking and long-lasting contributions to
education and social justice.
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The socio-political background of nineteenth-century India was heavily influenced by strong caste
hierarchies, social conservatism, and British colonial control, all of which posed considerable
impediments to education for marginalized groups, particularly girls and lower castes. During this
time, Indian culture was caste-ridden and highly stratified, with schooling primarily reserved for
boys from wealthier and higher-caste households, thereby excluding girls and lower caste or Dalit
people. The British colonial education system prioritized English education, although it was meant
primarily to establish a class loyal to the British authority rather than to empower the general
public. High fees, discriminatory policies, and social prejudices restricted educational access for
poor and lower-caste children, while girls faced cultural and societal resistance based on traditional
gender roles and beliefs that education for females could disrupt family and social norms.

Dalits and other oppressed castes were frequently prevented from attending indigenous schools
run by Brahmins and higher castes, and even when allowed to missionary or government schools,
they experienced severe discrimination, including separate sitting, exclusion from shared
amenities, and social ostracism. females' education was particularly neglected, with few schools
for females and low enrollment rates, mirroring broader patriarchal traditions that limited women's
roles to the home realm.

Education for marginalized groups was hampered not just by social stratification and patriarchal
traditions, but also by poor school facilities, a shortage of certified female teachers, and opposition
from traditional religious and social leaders. Despite these barriers, reformers such as Savitribai
Phule and others pioneered attempts to establish schools for females and lower castes, addressing
long-standing injustices and setting the framework for future social reform movements aimed at
equal educational opportunities for everyone.

Thus, the 19th-century socio-political landscape of India was marked by established social
inequalities and colonial laws that impeded education, particularly for females and lower castes,
making their access to education a substantial barrier that necessitated reformist action.

2. OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY

1. To investigate Savitribai Phule's pioneering role in promoting inclusive education,
particularly for girls and marginalised castes, in nineteenth-century India.

2. To analyze her educational philosophy, curriculum innovations, and pedagogical approaches
aimed at fostering critical thinking, empowerment, and social awareness.

3. To assess the broader social reform impact of her advocacy against caste oppression, child
marriage, and gender discrimination, and the relevance of her legacy for contemporary
education policy and social justice initiatives.

3. METHODOLOGY

This study uses a qualitative historical research approach to investigate and analyze Savitribai
Phule's educational and social reform efforts. Historical literature, biographies, scholarly papers,
archival materials, correspondence, and contemporaneous accounts about Savitribai Phule's life
and career are examined. Scholarly literature on the 19th-century Indian socio-political setting,
caste and gender inequality in schooling, and the early feminist movement all give important

ISSN:1539-1590 | E-ISSN:2573-7104 13412 © 2023 The Authors
Vol. 5 No. 2 (2023)



SAVITRIBAI PHULE AND HER CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE EDUCATION WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO NEP 2020

background. Policy documents and current educational frameworks affected by Phule's legacy are
reviewed to determine her continued relevance.

The collected data is thematically examined to discover key themes such as inclusive education,
pedagogical innovations, social justice advocacy, community participation, and empowerment.
Contextual study places Phule's efforts within the larger historical, social, and political fabric of
colonial India, whereas a comparison of educational practices before and after her interventions
demonstrates her transformative impact. The study also examines Phule's educational philosophy
and practices through the prism of social reform and empowerment theory, assessing the long-term
consequences of her work for modern curriculum design, pedagogy, and policies aimed at
underprivileged areas.

It also considers the issues that remain, drawing parallels between historical lessons and current
educational disparities. As a historical investigation based on archival and secondary sources, this
study recognizes constraints such as potential biases in source materials, limited recordkeeping,
and the interpretive character of analysis, which may not capture every contextual aspect.

Early Life and Influences Early Life and Influences

Savitribai Phule was born on January 3, 1831, in the hamlet of Naigaon, Satara District,
Mabharashtra, to Laxshmi and Khandoji Neveshe Patil, members of the socially oppressed Mali
tribe. At the age of 9 or 10, she married Jyotirao Phule, who was about 13 years old at the time.
Savitribai was uneducated at the time of her marriage, but Jyotirao, who had some schooling,
taught her to read and write at home, which fuelled her desire to learn. She completed her primary
education with the help of his friends and Christian missionary teachers before enrolling in teacher
training programs to become India's first trained female teacher and headmistress.

Jyotirao Phule, a notable social reformer, scholar, and anti-caste campaigner, had a significant
impact on Savitribai's worldview and reforming enthusiasm. Together, they pioneered initiatives
to educate females and oppressed castes, defying India's rigid caste system and gender conventions
in the nineteenth century. Despite severe societal hostility, their collaboration was instrumental in
establishing Pune's first indigenous school for girls in 1848.

Savitribai and Jyotirao faced tremendous opposition from orthodox society, including their own
family. Their efforts to educate girls and lower castes resulted in ostracism; for example, Jyotirao's
father wanted them to leave their house. Savitribai was verbally abused and had stones, mud, and
manure thrown at her on her route to school. Social norms prohibited widows from receiving
education and disenfranchised lower caste people from accessing public resources, which the pair
actively opposed by constructing schools, digging wells for untouchables, and establishing homes
for widows and destitute women. These early battles show how they broke over caste and gender
obstacles to promote education and social reform.

Founding the First Girls’ School (1848)

Savitribai Phule and her husband Jyotirao Phule established the first ladies' school in Pune in 1848,
marking a watershed moment in Indian education. At a time when female education was almost
non-existent and strongly discouraged by orthodox society, this institution defied prevailing
patriarchal and caste-based standards by providing education to girls from lower castes and
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underprivileged groups. It was ground-breaking as the first indigenous-run school for females,
with the goal of empowering them through literacy and knowledge, so laying the groundwork for
larger social transformation.

The school was strongly opposed by conservative and orthodox parts of society, who saw girls'
education as a danger to traditional family structures and social order. Savitribai and Jyotirao faced
opposition in the form of verbal criticism, a social boycott, and physical attacks from others who
flung stones, manure, and dirt at them while they worked. Their families and communities
frequently shunned them, indicating a strong reluctance to challenge caste and gender norms. Also,
there was institutional resistance, as established social and religious practices opposed female
education and inter-caste engagement.

Despite these hurdles, the foundation of this girls' school had a long-term impact on women's
education in India. It not only paved the way for grassroots female education, but it also inspired
other reformers and missionaries to launch similar efforts. The school became a beacon of hope
for repressed and disenfranchised families, gradually shifting cultural attitudes about female
reading and empowerment. This milestone is widely regarded as laying the groundwork for
contemporary women's education in India and fostering the early feminist movement by
encouraging equality and opportunity via education.

Educational Philosophy and Pedagogical Approach

Savitribai Phule's educational philosophy was founded on the principles of social justice, equality,
and empowerment through knowledge. She advocated for comprehensive education that actively
welcomed marginalized castes and women, rejecting caste-based discrimination and gender biases
that pervaded nineteenth-century Indian society. Her approach was innovative because it aimed to
destroy societal inequalities by making education available to all, regardless of caste, gender, or
social standing.

Phule thought that education was the route to self-esteem, liberty, and social change. She stressed
practical knowledge and moral education, with the goal of instilling critical thinking and awareness
in the downtrodden in order to combat social evils like untouchability, discrimination, and sexism.
Her schools were among the first to allow "untouchables" and girls, breaching long-held taboos of
caste separation and gender exclusion. She also underlined the importance of training women as
teachers in order to create female role models and empower women to become educators and
community leaders.

Savitribai implemented teacher training and structured instruction to ensure superior education.
She was one of the first female teachers in India to receive formal training, demonstrating the value
of professional development for educators. Her curriculum encompassed reading, writing,
arithmetic, practical skills, and social values, with the goal of promoting holistic development and
instilling students with dignity and self-reliance. This inclusive and reform-oriented educational
ideology helped to reshape Indian society by increasing access and equity in education for
historically disadvantaged groups.

Savitribai Phule's curriculum was progressive, emphasizing practical education, literacy, science,
and social awareness, which marked a dramatic break from the traditional rote learning seen in
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19th-century Indian schools. She stressed teaching reading, writing, and arithmetic as essential
skills to ensure that pupils could interact with the world both intellectually and practically. In
addition to literacy and numeracy, her schools taught fundamental science and hygiene, with the
goal of improving students' and communities' daily lives and health. This integration of science
was notable because it promoted rational thought and enlightenment in the face of widespread
superstition and ignorance.

Most importantly, her curriculum combined social ideals and awareness, educating pupils about
social injustices like as caste prejudice, gender inequity, and untouchability. This served to instil a
feeling of social responsibility and empowerment in students, particularly girls and
underprivileged caste members, pushing them to challenge restrictive norms and strive for equality
and dignity. Such a curriculum reflected Savitribai's idea that education should be used not merely
to impart knowledge but also to improve society by providing students with practical skills and
awareness to participate in social reform and upliftment.

Savitribai Phule used innovative teaching approaches to encourage critical thinking and
empowerment among her students, particularly girls and members of oppressed castes. Unlike the
usual rote memorizing of her time, her pedagogy promoted active participation, experience
learning, and reflection on social issues. She promoted dialogic education, encouraging pupils to
challenge prevailing societal conventions such as caste discrimination and gender inequity. She
fostered critical consciousness by combining social justice lectures with literacy and practical
knowledge, empowering students to think freely and resist unjust structures.

Savitribai also promoted teacher preparation, especially for women, in order to develop sensitive
and skilled educators who could act as role models. Her method included practical activities, moral
teaching, and discussion-based learning to help students gain confidence and agency. This
approach focused not just at intellectual growth, but also at fostering self-esteem and leadership in
underprivileged populations. Her teaching methods were thus a hybrid of academic instruction and
social empowerment, paving the way for a holistic pedagogy that linked information acquisition
to social reform and empowerment.

Savitribai Phule saw education as a vital tool for social liberation and the restoration of human
dignity, particularly for those marginalized by caste and gender inequality. She felt that through
education, underprivileged populations may become more aware of their rights, confront long-
standing societal inequities, and rise beyond centuries of social injustice and exclusion. For her,
education was more than just rote learning or occupational skills; it was also a means of cultivating
critical consciousness and self-respect. It served as a vehicle for raising awareness of oppressive
societal norms such as untouchability, misogyny, and caste hierarchy, as well as encouraging
people to actively participate in social transformation and democratic processes.

Savitribai aimed to establish equitable chances by opening schools for girls and lower castes,
breaking the cycle of social stigma and economic distress. Her vision stressed dignity through
knowledge, equal access, and empowering vulnerable people to reform society, using education
as a tool for social justice and human dignity.

4. EXPANSION OF EDUCATIONAL WORK
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Following the success of their first girls' school in Pune, Savitribai Phule and Jyotirao Phule
expanded their educational activities by establishing several schools for girls and Dalits (then
known as "untouchables"). They opened these schools in Pune and the surrounding areas,
providing formal education to groups who had previously been excluded from educational
institutions. Their expansion centered on inclusive education that cut beyond caste and gender
lines, emphasizing the empowerment of vulnerable communities. In addition to girls' schools, they
established institutions for lower-caste students and worked to eliminate caste discrimination in
education. This network of schools offered literacy, social awareness, and practical instruction,
hence promoting social mobility and challenging oppressive societal conventions.

These initiatives were complemented by the establishment of additional social services such as
adult education classes, widow shelters, and social welfare groups. The Phules' extensive
educational effort set the groundwork for systematic social reform through education, encouraging
future generations of reformers and reaffirming education as a fundamental tool for social change
in India. Savitribai Phule expanded her educational purpose by establishing night schools
exclusively for adults and farmers who were unable to attend regular daytime classes owing to job
or social obligations. These night schools aimed to give basic literacy, practical knowledge, and
social awareness to adult learners who had been denied education as children, particularly those
from marginalized groups.

The program was part of her larger ambition to democratize education and make it available to all
elements of society, including those in agriculture and physical labor who had previously had few
educational chances. These schools assisted adults in improving their reading, writing, and
arithmetic skills, all of which were necessary for better economic prospects and social
involvement. These night schools acted as forums for raising awareness about social reform,
health, cleanliness, and rights, empowering adults to confront caste discrimination, poverty, and
gender injustice. This innovation highlighted Savitribai's dedication to lifelong learning and
community development, emphasizing education as a continuous, all-encompassing process for
social upliftment.

Savitribai Phule and her husband, Jyotirao, also launched scholarships and initiatives to encourage
girls and children from oppressed castes to attend school. Recognizing the socioeconomic
constraints that stopped many families from sending their children to school, particularly girls,
they offered scholarships and free educational tools to make education more accessible and
cheaper. Their campaigns included vigorous community participation to raise awareness of the
importance of education for girls and lower castes. They worked to reduce societal stigma by
conducting public meetings, cooperating with progressive social groups, and advocating for
women's and underprivileged communities' right to an education. These measures helped to boost
enrollment and retention in their schools, overcoming societal opposition and economic
constraints. By combining material assistance with campaigning, the Phule’s successfully
promoted the idea that education was a fundamental right and instrument for empowerment,
considerably contributing to educational inclusion at a time when such ideas were revolutionary.
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Savitribai Phule was instrumental in recruiting instructors from local communities, notably women
and members of oppressed castes, in order to make education more relevant and accessible to all.
She believed that recruiting local teachers who understood the pupils' cultural and social
backgrounds would result in a more inclusive and pleasant learning environment, thereby helping
to break down barriers connected with caste and gender discrimination. Savitribai's training of
women as teachers not only empowered them economically and socially, but also served as role
models for female students, encouraging increased enrollment and retention. This method helped
to create trust in the community, making education more acceptable and accessible to families who
might otherwise resist learning due to cultural conventions. Recruiting teachers from local
communities also ensured that the curriculum and methodology were anchored in students' real-
life experiences, developing a practical and socially conscious education. This technique was
critical in confronting orthodox resistance and promoting education as a common resource for
social progress.

Broader Social Reform Linked with Education

Savitribai Phule's social reform activities, which included fervent opposition to child marriage,
caste injustice, and the practice of Sati (widow immolation), was closely linked to her educational
endeavours. She saw that unless these societal problems were addressed and eliminated, education
would not be sufficient to achieve true emancipation. She publicly advocated for social justice and
equality by opposing the strict caste system that disadvantaged Dalits and lower castes. She and
Jyotirao Phule were trailblazers in challenging caste-based prejudice, including as untouchability,
and fought for equal access to education for those subjected to caste oppression. Savitribai was
also a vocal opponent of child marriage, which she believed to be detrimental to girls' mental and
physical health as well as a hindrance to their educational opportunities. She promoted widow
remarriage and tried to increase public understanding of the negative effects of early marriage,
opposing widely accepted customs that sentenced widows to social exclusion and hardship.

Sati remained a societal danger and a symbol of patriarchal tyranny even after the British had
banned the practice. Through her reformist efforts, Savitribai promoted female dignity and human
rights while denouncing this ceremony as a cruel practice and an example of gender violence.
Savitribai Phule aimed to eliminate various interrelated types of social injustice through her work
in education and social change, establishing education as the cornerstone of a more just and
compassionate society. Savitribai Phule played a key role in the establishment of the Mahila Seva
Mandal, a group that promotes women's welfare and rights with a special emphasis on the
advancement of widows and other vulnerable women. In addition to actively challenging long-
standing patriarchal conventions, this organization supported women who experienced prejudice
and exclusion on a social, educational, and financial level.

Advocating for widow remarriage, which was socially unacceptable and often forbidden in 19th-
century India, was one of Mahila Seva Mandal's main goals. Widows were frequently shunned and
forced to lead lonely, impoverished lives. In addition to offering widows care and shelter through
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the Mandal, Savitribai promoted and legitimized widow remarriage as a progressive social change
meant to give widows their dignity, independence, and social acceptance back. In order to equip
women with knowledge about their rights and social issues and assist them in challenging
restrictive practices, the Mahila Seva Mandal also developed educational programs and
participated in public awareness campaigns. This effort was directly related to Savitribai's
conviction that women's emancipation and the transformation of Indian society into one that values
gender equality and justice depended on education and social support. Savitribai Phule
successfully employed her poetry and prose as potent instruments for social change and education.
Her literary efforts, which challenged societal injustices including caste discrimination, gender
inequality, and patriarchy and served to increase awareness and stimulate critical thinking, were
intricately linked to her reformist agenda.

Her poetry, written in Marathi, was ground-breaking in its usage as a vehicle to spread messages
of social awareness, human rights, and empowerment to a wide audience. She emphasized the
misery of disadvantaged communities, the necessity of women's education, and the significance
of shattering caste and gender barriers via moving poetry. These poetry were passionate and
approachable tools for social change since they frequently demanded reform and action. Savitribai
wrote poetry as well as articles and instructional books that offered moral counsel and critical
analysis of conventional wisdom. Her writings were employed in her schools to strengthen social
consciousness classes in addition to academic subjects, and they helped instil principles of justice,
equality, and dignity in readers. Savitribai Phule's literary works have an enduring legacy in the
history of Indian social reform because she combined activism and literature to use language's
cultural power to educate, agitate, and transform society.

Legacy and Impact on the Indian Education System

The groundwork for inclusive education was established by Savitribai Phule's ground-breaking
work, which also had an impact on following Indian constitutional and legislative frameworks.
Her support for education as a basic right for everyone, irrespective of gender or caste, struck a
chord with the ideas that were subsequently incorporated into the Constitution and educational
policy of independent India. Her theories influenced the creation of constitutional clauses that
protect equality before the law, the right to an education, and the elimination of discrimination
based on caste. The social justice philosophy she promoted is reflected in the emphasis on
universal, free, and required education for children, particularly those from oppressed groups. The
changes started by Savitribai and her contemporaries serve as the ideological foundation for a
number of educational programs and reforms that focus on affirmative action, gender equality, and
the empowerment of scheduled castes.

Her legacy is largely responsible for the current Indian education system's emphasis on inclusive
education, female literacy initiatives, and attempts to break down caste boundaries in education.
She is hailed as a trailblazer who inspired later generations of reformers, legislators, and educators
dedicated to creating an equal education system in India by demonstrating the transformative
power of education as a weapon for social change. Initiatives for equality and contemporary
educational reforms in India and elsewhere have been greatly influenced by Savitribai Phule's
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ground-breaking work. Her unwavering support of inclusive, egalitarian education for girls and
underprivileged castes established the foundation for current initiatives that seek to eliminate
inequalities based on gender, caste, or socioeconomic position and to universalize education.
Savitribai's ideals are directly reflected in contemporary Indian education policies that support
gender equality, affirmative action for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes, and education for
girls. Numerous government programs, including the Right to Education Act (RTE), the National
Policy on Education, and campaigns for girls' education like Beti Bachao Beti Padhao, have been
influenced by her emphasis on education as a vehicle for social justice. Her life and work continue
to inspire activists and civil society organizations that struggle to combat structural inequality and
advance empowerment via education. As a constant reminder of her legacy, educational
institutions, scholarships, and honours bearing her name support continued efforts to build a
society that is more inclusive and just. Savitribai Phule is a symbol of bravery and change who
encourages future generations to seek education as a tool for equality and social change.
Importance and Relevance in Present-day Society

The work of Savitribai Phule brought to light persistent issues of gender and caste discrimination
in education that still exist today in a variety of forms. Despite tremendous advancements,
institutional obstacles such unequal access, discriminatory practices, and social prejudices
continue to impede the educational chances and results of underprivileged people, especially girls
and lower castes. Her legacy highlights persistent problems that impede truly inclusive education,
including as caste-based school segregation, female dropout rates, gender bias in curricula and
instruction, and socioeconomic exclusion. Poverty, poor infrastructure, and a shortage of qualified
educators who are attentive to equality and diversity frequently make these problems worse.
Policymakers, educators, and society at large are reminded by Phule's ground-breaking work that
education must be actively structured to address these gaps through community participation,
gender-sensitive policies, culturally appropriate pedagogy, and affirmative action. Inspired by her
vision of education as a weapon for justice and dignity, addressing these enduring disparities
necessitates ongoing dedication to social transformation and educational innovation. Therefore,
even though Phule's work established the groundwork for equal education, her observations
highlight the continuous need to address and eliminate gender and caste prejudices that are
ingrained in educational systems.

As efforts to overcome enduring educational disparities continue, Savitribai Phule's vision is still
vital and pertinent in today's society. Her ground-breaking focus on inclusive education as a social
justice strategy provides a framework for addressing persistent caste, gender, and socioeconomic
status imbalances in India's educational system. In order to actively combat structural injustice and
empower underprivileged populations, Phule's work emphasizes the necessity of education
policies and practices that go beyond simple access. Her campaign now serves as an inspiration
for affirmative action programs that try to level the playing field, such as reservation rules, gender-
sensitive curriculum, scholarships, and community-based educational projects.

According to her vision, education should be a vehicle for promoting democratic citizenship,
developing self-respect, and increasing critical understanding of social rights and equality. This is
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still crucial in addressing modern issues like caste-based exclusion, gender bias, and dropout rates
among underprivileged populations. Incorporating Savitribai Phule's ideas into contemporary
educational reforms contributes to the development of more inclusive, equitable, and socially
conscious educational systems, all of which are essential for constructing a fair and democratic
society. Teachers, legislators, and activists committed to using education as a catalyst for social
justice and empowerment are still inspired by her legacy.

Key lessons from Savitribai Phule’s work for curriculum design, pedagogy, and policy to
empower marginalized students

¢ Inclusive Curriculum Design: To promote critical consciousness and give students the tools
they need to confront injustices, curricula must incorporate social justice, human rights, and
awareness of caste and gender discrimination alongside academic content.

e Culturally Relevant Pedagogy: Teaching strategies ought to be dialogic, interactive, and
considerate of the reality that marginalized students face on a daily basis. Building agency
and confidence is facilitated by promoting introspection, inquiry, and hands-on learning.

e Teacher Diversity and Training: Hiring and educating educators from underrepresented
groups in the community guarantees cultural relevance and dismantles social obstacles.
Teachers should be prepared to support inclusive education and have a greater awareness of
diversity.

e Access and Affordability Policies: By removing social and economic barriers to education,
scholarships, affirmative action, and flexible schooling alternatives (such night schools)
promote the enrollment and retention of underrepresented students.

¢ Focus on Holistic Empowerment: Rather than just imparting rote knowledge, education
should foster social responsibility, self-respect, and practical skills.

e Community Engagement: Involving families and communities in educational programs
enhances the social impact of schools, lessens stigma, and increases support for marginalized
students.

In line with Savitribai Phule's idea of education as an instrument for justice and dignity, these
lessons place a strong emphasis on creating educational institutions that are fair, empowering, and
socially transformational. For educators, activists, and legislators working to advance social justice
via education, Savitribai Phule is a timeless role model. Her unwavering dedication to dismantling
gender and caste barriers, establishing schools for Dalits and marginalized girls, and fusing
education with social reform is a prime example of how education can be a powerful tool for
empowerment and equity. She exemplifies how inclusive pedagogy, community involvement, and
teacher empowerment can foster learning settings that support marginalized groups' critical
consciousness and sense of dignity. Her all-encompassing strategy, which connects education to
larger battles against caste discrimination, sexism, and social exclusion, serves as an inspiration to
activists.

Her legacy is seen by policymakers as a blueprint for creating educational policies and institutions
that put social justice, affirmative action, access, and cultural relevance first. Her focus on teacher
preparation, flexible education approaches, and lifelong learning influences current policies meant

ISSN:1539-1590 | E-ISSN:2573-7104 13420 © 2023 The Authors
Vol. 5 No. 2 (2023)



SAVITRIBAI PHULE AND HER CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE EDUCATION WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO NEP 2020

to lessen gaps. Savitribai Phule is a lasting icon of bravery, creativity, and fairness in education
because she has inspired a dedication to education as a vehicle for both knowledge transfer and
transformational social change through her life and work.

Savitribai Phule’s educational philosophy with special reference to India's National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020.

¢ Inclusive and Equitable Education: NEP 2020 aims to eliminate inequalities based on
caste, gender, socioeconomic position, and location by promoting universal access to
education. This supports education as a vehicle for social justice and empowerment, echoing
Phule's insistence on educating girls and members of lower castes in spite of social
restrictions.

e Curriculum and Pedagogy: NEP places a strong emphasis on a comprehensive,
interdisciplinary curriculum and experiential learning strategies that promote critical
thinking, creativity, and social-emotional abilities. Savitribai Phule's curriculum combined
creative teaching techniques that promoted introspection and self-determination with
practical topics, reading, science, and social awareness.

e Teacher Training and Community Engagement: NEP emphasizes teacher capacity
building, hiring local educators, and community involvement, which is similar to Phule's
focus on preparing local women to become teachers in order to provide accessible, culturally
appropriate education.

e Emphasis on Social Justice and Gender Equality: In keeping with Phule's campaigns,
night schools for adults, and initiatives to challenge caste and gender conventions, the
strategy emphasizes gender inclusiveness and support for underprivileged groups through
scholarships, affirmative action, and flexible education methods.

¢ Lifelong Learning and Adult Education: NEP promotes education as a lifelong, inclusive
process by supporting adult education and continual learning, which reflects Phule's creation
of night schools for adults and farmers.

Therefore, Phule's vision can be considered a fundamental source of inspiration for NEP 2020's
dedication to an educational system that promotes social transformation, equity, and dignity. The
NEP expands and fulfils the reformist framework started by Savitribai Phule by operationalizing
these goals through contemporary policy instruments intended to overcome enduring disparities.
Savitribai Phule's educational accomplishments and social emancipation initiatives complement
and enhance the National Education Policy 2020's philosophy, providing timeless guidance for
creating an inclusive, equitable, and empowered Indian educational system. Her legacy
emphasizes how important it is to uphold and implement these ideas in practice and policy in order
to use education to change society.

S. CONCLUSION

According to the study's findings, Savitribai Phule was a trailblazing educationalist and social
reformer whose work established the groundwork for social justice and comprehensive education
in nineteenth-century India. Phule became a transformative figure who challenged long-standing
social norms through her unwavering dedication to educating girls and marginalized castes,
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creative pedagogical approaches, and unrelenting advocacy against caste oppression, gender

discrimination, and social evils like child marriage and sati. Her educational philosophy, which

placed a strong emphasis on social consciousness, empowerment, and critical thinking, is relevant
to and influences current educational reforms and policies that are meant to promote equity and
inclusion.

Phule's legacy continues to be a potent source of inspiration for further attempts to eliminate

structural injustices in the Indian educational system and society, even in the face of continuous

obstacles to achieving truly fair education. This study asserts that her work offers vital lessons and

a model of social justice-oriented education that is still vital in addressing current disparities and

empowering marginalized communities today, highlighting the ongoing relevance of her vision

for curriculum design, pedagogy, and social reform.
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