
 

 

ISSN:1539-1590 | E-ISSN:2573-7104 
Vol. 6 No. 1 (2024) 
 

© 2024 The Authors 
 

4696 

CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR SUSTAINABLE TOURISM IN RURAL 
ASSAM: A CASE STUDY ANALYSIS 

Dr. Shyam Babu Choudhury 
Assistant Professor, Assam down town University, Gandhinagar, Panikhaiti, Guwahati-26 

(Assam) 
Abstract 

            This case study delves into the intricate dynamics of sustainable tourism in rural Assam, 
India, shedding light on the evolving challenges and opportunities within the burgeoning tourism 
industry. The research critically examines the long-term implications of tourism growth on the 
environment, culture, and community well-being in the region. Through a comprehensive analysis 
framework encompassing environmental preservation, socio-cultural integrity, and economic 
viability, the study offers insights into the multifaceted dimensions of sustainability. Employing 
extensive fieldwork and qualitative research methods, the study uncovers the delicate equilibrium 
that rural Assam strives to maintain between reaping the benefits of tourism and ensuring 
sustainable development imperatives. Key challenges, including environmental degradation, 
cultural commodification, and community displacement, are highlighted, providing a nuanced 
understanding of the obstacles faced by the region. Simultaneously, the research identifies 
promising opportunities for the cultivation of sustainable tourism practices that align with the 
distinctive characteristics of rural Assam. The findings seek to empower policymakers, local 
communities, and industry stakeholders with strategies to navigate challenges and leverage 
opportunities for sustainable tourism. Ultimately, this study contributes to the broader discourse 
on responsible tourism practices, emphasizing their pivotal role in fostering holistic development 
in rural settings. 
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Introduction 

         Tourism, with its potential for economic growth, cultural exchange, and community 
development, has emerged as a transformative force in various regions across the globe. However, 
the rapid expansion of the tourism industry often raises critical concerns about its sustainability, 
particularly in rural settings where the delicate balance between growth and preservation becomes 
increasingly precarious. This case study focuses on the state of Assam, nestled in the northeastern 
part of India, where the tapestry of lush landscapes, vibrant cultures, and unique traditions has 
attracted the attention of tourists. As the tourism industry gains momentum in rural Assam, 
questions surrounding the long-term impact on the environment, culture, and community well-
being become paramount. Assam, known for its tea plantations, biodiversity-rich landscapes, and 
a rich tapestry of indigenous cultures, has become an emerging destination for travelers seeking 
authentic experiences. The picturesque villages, traditional festivals, and diverse ecosystems 
present in rural Assam offer a unique appeal to tourists. However, this surge in popularity brings 
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forth challenges and opportunities that demand careful examination. The past decade has witnessed 
a noticeable upswing in tourist footfall in rural Assam, driven by factors such as improved 
infrastructure, increased connectivity, and a growing global interest in sustainable and off-the-
beaten-path travel experiences. While this influx promises economic benefits, it also triggers a set 
of challenges that demand immediate attention to ensure the long-term viability of the tourism 
sector and the preservation of Assam's unique cultural and environmental assets. Sustainable 
tourism, a concept gaining traction globally, seeks to strike a harmonious balance between 
economic development, environmental conservation, and the preservation of local cultures. In 
rural Assam, the intersection of these three dimensions poses intricate challenges. This case study 
embarks on a nuanced exploration of the multifaceted nature of sustainability, delving into the 
preservation of Assam's rich biodiversity, the integrity of its unique cultural practices, and the 
economic viability of tourism as a catalyst for community development. 

           Aims and Objectives This case study sets out with the overarching goal of 
comprehensively analyzing the challenges and opportunities associated with sustainable tourism 
in rural Assam. The specific objectives include: 

 Identifying and understanding the existing challenges faced by rural Assam in 
maintaining a balance between the benefits of tourism and the imperatives of 
sustainable development. 

 Examining the impact of tourism-related activities on environmental degradation, 
cultural commodification, and community displacement. 

 Identifying promising opportunities for fostering sustainable tourism practices that 
align with the region's unique characteristics. 

Review of Literature 

                The cited literature provides valuable insights into the multifaceted impacts of tourism 
on local communities, economies, and environments. Tony et al. (2002) assert that tourism serves 
as a significant driver of economic prosperity, community development, and poverty alleviation, 
particularly in developing countries. The positive effects of tourism on economic development and 
income inequality correction are evidenced in a study conducted in South Africa. 

However, Gossling (2003) emphasizes the nuanced nature of tourism's impact, noting both positive 
and negative consequences. While tourism can contribute to personal economic benefits and the 
improvement of traditional resource-use systems, it can also transform local natural resources into 
commodities and exert negative effects on ecosystems. Similarly, Beniston (2003) underscores the 
substantial economic benefits that mountain environments accrue from tourism. 

Spencely (2001) introduces a cautionary note, highlighting potential negative environmental and 
social effects of tourism in remote rural areas. Despite the concerns, studies indicate that the effects 
are generally perceived positively by local inhabitants. Wundar (2000) notes that in Ecuador, 
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encounters with tourists are mostly viewed as beneficial by local stakeholders, aligning with 
Goodwin's (2002) optimistic observations in national park adjacent communities in Indonesia and 
Zimbabwe. 

Farooq et al. (2012) and Anup K.C. et al. (2014) focus on the direct positive impact of tourism on 
local livelihoods. Farooq et al.'s study in Galliyat emphasizes the perception of tourism as 
beneficial by local communities, while Anup K.C. et al.'s study in the Manaslu conservation area 
of Nepal suggests that tourism participation enhances local income and living standards. These 
findings collectively underscore the potential of tourism to positively shape the socio-economic 
landscape of diverse regions. 

In the context of Assam, the literature review posits that tourism plays a crucial role in economic 
growth, aligning with its status as a major tourist hub in India. The present study focuses on 
Chandubi, a renowned tourist spot in the Kamrup District of rural Assam. By investigating tourism 
practices, community involvement, and the associated challenges and opportunities in this specific 
locale, the research aims to contribute to a comprehensive understanding of the dynamics at play 
in the intersection of tourism and rural development in Assam. 

Significance of the Study 

                The significance of this case study lies in its potential to inform critical stakeholders 
about the intricacies of sustainable tourism in rural Assam. By addressing the challenges and 
opportunities, the findings aim to contribute to the development of informed policies, community-
driven initiatives, and industry practices that promote responsible tourism. Furthermore, the study 
underscores the broader implications of sustainable tourism practices in fostering holistic 
development, not just for Assam but as a model for similar regions grappling with the complexities 
of balancing growth and preservation. 

Chandubi: A Natural Gem Beckoning Travelers 

Chandubi, a prominent lake nestled in the heart of Assam, showcases nature's artistry with a 
distinctive amoeba-shaped expanse. Spanning approximately 7 kilometers in length and an average 
width of 1 kilometer, this aquatic marvel encompasses an area of 2000 hectares, boasting serene 
surroundings against the backdrop of ancient hills like Botahi Pahar, Joramukhuriya, and Khubdiy. 
To the south, Rajapara, Sagolsaria Pahar, and Baroigaon add to its picturesque allure, while 
Muduki graces its eastern flank, and the west is adorned by Santibeel, Saparakata, Kulsi River, 
and Barduar Reserve Forest. Chandubi, with an average depth of 3 meters, half of its former depth, 
is a sanctuary of tranquility, captivating visitors with its lush green hills and diverse flora and 
fauna. From the melodious calls of exotic birds to the enchanting sight of algae, fishes, and turtles 
gliding beneath its surface, the lake teems with life, including migratory winged mates that add to 
its charm. The origins of Chandubi trace back to the seismic events of June 12th, 1897, during a 
devastating earthquake measuring 8.7 on the Richter scale. While the horseshoe lake existed prior 
to this cataclysmic event, the quake reshaped its bed, giving rise to the present-day Chandubi. In 
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recent years, Chandubi has emerged as a growing tourist destination, drawing visitors from various 
parts of Assam, other Indian states, and abroad. The tourism industry flourishes on the lake's 
captivating natural beauty and vibrant wildlife. The winter season, particularly from November to 
February, witnesses a surge in visitors, as people from across the state embark on picnics and 
academic excursions, further solidifying Chandubi's status as a haven for nature enthusiasts and 
seekers of tranquility. 

                 The Chandubi Festival has etched its prominence, resonating not only within the 
confines of Assam but extending its allure far beyond. Inaugurated in the year 2010-11, this annual 
celebration commences on the 1st of January, marking the dawn of a new year, and continues its 
vibrant festivities until the 5th of January. The festival unfolds in the enchanting locale of Rajapara, 
in collaboration with the Rabha Hasong Autonomous Council, becoming a focal point for cultural 
richness and communal joy. Drawing in participants from diverse local ethnic communities and 
beyond the state borders, the Chandubi Festival is a testament to the spirit of unity and celebration. 
The festival transcends mere revelry, transforming into a bustling marketplace where trade 
flourishes on a grand scale. While the essence of the festival lies in the showcasing and sale of 
homemade natural products by the locals, a diverse array of goods also changes hands, adding to 
the dynamic and lively atmosphere. The Chandubi Festival, with its roots deeply embedded in the 
cultural tapestry of Assam, stands as a vibrant testament to the spirit of community, trade, and 
celebration. It not only serves as a platform for the exchange of goods but also as a melting pot of 
diverse traditions, fostering a sense of unity and shared festivity among the participants and visitors 
alike. Chandubi unfolds as a captivating destination where tourists seamlessly transition into 
enthusiastic consumers, enticed by a myriad of special offerings that leave an indelible mark on 
their experiences. The enchanting array of attractions includes: 

1. Folk Culture: Immerse yourself in the vibrant tapestry of local life through traditional 
dances, dresses, ornaments, and songs. The folk culture of Chandubi serves as a living 
expression of the rich heritage that captivates visitors. 

2. Rituals and Traditions: Delve into the cultural tapestry predicted by the ethnic populace 
of the area. Experience the authenticity of rituals and traditions that have endured through 
generations, providing insight into the community's unique way of life. 

3. Ethnic Culinary Delicacies: Indulge your taste buds in the diverse and flavorful ethnic 
culinary offerings that reflect the local gastronomic traditions. Sample unique delicacies 
that carry the essence of Chandubi's cultural richness. 

4. Ideal Home of Rabhas: Explore the unique habitat and lifestyle of the Rabhas, 
experiencing firsthand their ideal homes and gaining insight into their distinctive way of 
living. 
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5. Elephant Safari: Embark on an unforgettable adventure with an elephant safari, offering 
a distinctive perspective on Chandubi's natural beauty and wildlife. Traverse the landscapes 
in the company of these majestic creatures, creating memories that last a lifetime. 

6. Rowing and Boating: Glide across the serene waters of Chandubi through rowing and 
boating experiences. Revel in the tranquility of the lake while taking in the picturesque 
surroundings. 

7. Tongighar Ascension: Ascend to new heights with Tongighar, providing panoramic views 
of the captivating landscapes. This unique experience offers a fresh perspective on 
Chandubi's natural beauty. 

As tourists flock in large numbers, especially during the first week of January coinciding with the 
Chandubi Festival, the locale transforms into a vibrant trade center. The festival not only enhances 
the cultural experience for visitors but also serves as an economic opportunity for the locals, 
enabling them to derive seasonal benefits. In essence, Chandubi stands as an alluring tourist spot, 
seamlessly blending unmatched natural beauty, ethnic cultural traditions, and  

Community Involvement in Tourism Practices at Chandubi: A Case Study of Joramukhuria 
Village 

                Joramukhuria, nestled amidst the pristine surroundings of Chandubi Lake, serves as a 
focal point for tourism activities, showcasing the intrinsic connection between local communities 
and the burgeoning tourism industry. This forest village, situated at the heart of Chandubi Lake on 
its opposite bank, is home to approximately 20 families, all belonging to the Rabha community. 
Their livelihoods intertwine with tourism-related endeavors, particularly centered around boating 
activities on the lake. The families of Joramukhuria predominantly rely on their boats for 
sustenance, with almost all members engaged in boating services to cater to the influx of tourists. 
Despite practicing subsistence agriculture to meet their own food requirements, the villagers often 
face challenges due to agricultural limitations. Livestock rearing, though marginal, contributes 
minimally to their livelihoods. Gaonburha Mr. Jayanta Rabha, along with energetic young 
individuals like Sanjay Rabha, Baloram Rabha, and Malen Rabha, play pivotal roles in providing 
valuable insights into village life and tourism activities. With its natural scenic beauty and 
abundant forest resources, Joramukhuria exudes a tranquil ambiance, attracting visitors seeking 
solace amidst nature's embrace. Accessible only by boat, the village offers a brief yet serene 
journey across Chandubi Lake, facilitated by the villagers themselves who serve as boatmen. Apart 
from boating, villagers engage in various tourism-related activities such as site maintenance, 
selling homemade products, guiding tourists, and facilitating accommodations. 

               Despite the challenges, the local community displays a deep commitment to nurturing 
and expanding the tourism industry at Chandubi. They take pride in their roles as ambassadors of 
their heritage and natural surroundings, ensuring visitors experience the warmth of their 
hospitality. However, to fully harness the potential of tourism for local development, concerted 
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efforts and support from the state government are imperative. By fostering a conducive 
environment and providing necessary assistance, the tourism industry can flourish, yielding greater 
benefits for the local populace and stakeholders alike. With proper promotion and strategic 
interventions, Chandubi has the potential to emerge as a model for community-led sustainable 
tourism, enriching the lives of its inhabitants and preserving its natural treasures for generations to 
come. Diverse wildlife, creating an enriching and unforgettable experience for all who venture into 
its embrace. 

Challenges Hindering Chandubi's Tourism Industry Growth 

The embryonic tourism industry in Chandubi confronts a series of obstacles, stunting its potential 
for growth and development. These fundamental challenges underscore the industry's nascent 
stage: 

1. Lack of Government Conservational Measures: Chandubi stands as a natural treasure 
trove, boasting diverse flora and fauna that could be a source of pride for any nation. 
However, the apparent dearth of attention and concern from the Government of Assam is 
a significant impediment. The absence of a clear and dedicated policy regarding Chandubi 
and its tourism industry exacerbates the challenge, hindering the formulation of sustainable 
strategies and impeding the industry's progress. 

2. Inadequate Infrastructural Facilities: The very remoteness that lends Chandubi its allure 
becomes a barrier to its tourism potential due to inadequate infrastructural facilities. The 
lack of easily accessible road transport, despite existing pitched roads, leaves the site 
isolated. Frequent and reliable bus or cab services are absent, limiting visitor mobility. 
Moreover, electricity, a crucial component for infrastructure, has only recently been 
introduced. The absence of mobile network connectivity further isolates Chandubi, 
hindering communication and connectivity with the outside world. These infrastructural 
gaps collectively impede the growth of the tourism industry, restricting accessibility and 
essential services. 

In the face of these challenges, Chandubi's tourism industry remains in its infancy. Urgent attention 
from the government, the formulation of conservation policies, and strategic investments in 
infrastructure are pivotal to unlock the full potential of this natural gem. By addressing these 
obstacles, Chandubi can transition from its current nascent stage to a thriving, sustainable tourist 
destination that benefits both the local community and visitors. 

3. Lack of Promotion: Despite its natural beauty, Chandubi remains relatively unknown due 
to inadequate promotional efforts. A strategic and comprehensive promotion plan is 
essential, spanning from the state level to national and international levels. Effective 
promotion could attract tourists worldwide, positioning Chandubi as a must-visit 
destination. 
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4. Man-Animal Conflict: The presence of wild animals such as elephants, leopards, and 
monkeys, drawn to the natural surroundings, leads to frequent man-animal conflicts. These 
animals pose threats by damaging local cultivation, houses, and consuming pets. The 
coexistence of wildlife and human activities requires careful management to mitigate 
conflicts and ensure the safety of both residents and visitors. 

5. Lack of Other Facilities: Essential facilities like schools, hospitals, organized outlets for 
buying and selling goods, and services are lacking in the Chandubi area. The absence of 
such amenities hampers the well-being of both local residents and visitors, impacting their 
overall experience and quality of life during their stay. 

6. Lack of Organized Market: The absence of an organized market exacerbates the 
challenges faced by both residents and visitors. The lack of nearby markets creates 
difficulties in accessing necessary goods and services, affecting the overall convenience 
and satisfaction of those in the area. 

7. Natural Calamity (Floods): Chandubi's susceptibility to annual flooding during the 
monsoon season poses a significant challenge. The shrinking lake bed contributes to 
frequent floods, impacting both visitors and local residents. Addressing the issue of floods 
is crucial to ensuring the safety and well-being of those in the region and fostering a 
conducive environment for tourism development. 

To overcome these challenges, a holistic approach involving promotion, wildlife management, 
infrastructure development, and disaster preparedness is essential. By addressing these 
multifaceted issues, Chandubi can unlock its full tourism potential, attracting a diverse range of 
visitors and providing a sustainable and enriching experience for all. 

Unlocking Opportunities for Chandubi's Tourism Development: 

Chandubi holds immense untapped potential for tourism, and seizing the following opportunities 
can pave the way for sustainable growth: 

1. Expanding the Sector for Job Creation: Enlarging the tourism sector can be a catalyst 
for creating more job opportunities for the local populace. Initiatives to undertake new and 
lucrative projects, involving a broader cross-section of the community, should be explored. 
Government assistance is crucial in supporting these endeavors, fostering economic 
development and empowerment. 

2. Enhanced Promotion and Dissemination: The growth of tourism hinges on effective 
promotion and dissemination. A comprehensive strategy involving the government, travel 
agencies, and local communities should be implemented to elevate Chandubi to a popular 
national and international destination. Collective efforts in marketing and promotion can 
position Chandubi as a must-visit location, attracting a diverse array of tourists. 
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3. Infrastructure Development: Building necessary infrastructural facilities is pivotal for 
the sustainable growth of the tourism industry. Without an updated infrastructure and 
provision of basic amenities, the industry remains in its infancy. Collaborative efforts 
between the government and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) should be initiated 
to devise specific plans for the development of robust infrastructure at Chandubi, 
enhancing the overall visitor experience. 

4. Conservation for Wildlife Sanctuary Status: Declaring Chandubi as a wildlife sanctuary 
is a critical step in the conservation of its rich forest resources. The presence of endemic 
species like hoolock gibbons, slow lorises, diverse orchids, and hundreds of bird species 
underscores the need for robust conservation measures beyond a mere reserved forest area. 
The designation of Chandubi as a wildlife sanctuary will not only preserve its unique 
biodiversity but also act as a magnet for visitors, further fueling tourism activities. 

By proactively embracing these opportunities, Chandubi can undergo a transformative journey, 
emerging as a sustainable and thriving tourist destination. Collaboration between the government, 
local communities, and conservation organizations is essential to unlock the full potential of 
Chandubi, ensuring its long-term success in the tourism sector. 

Conclusion 

          Chandubi stands as a renowned tourist destination where local communities strive to 
enhance their livelihoods and expand the burgeoning tourism industry. Despite its immense 
potential, the industry faces multifaceted challenges that impede its growth. The resolution of these 
challenges requires a concerted effort from both the government and local residents. The local 
people of Chandubi, with their dedication and hard work, are actively contributing to the 
development of the mini-tourism industry. However, to fully realize the vast potential of this 
picturesque location, collaborative action is essential. The state government must take a proactive 
role, paying careful attention and formulating an actionable plan to address the obstacles that 
hinder growth. In doing so, it becomes imperative to involve and incorporate the perspectives and 
needs of the local inhabitants. The challenges, ranging from the lack of government conservation 
measures to infrastructural limitations and the need for effective promotion, can be mitigated 
through strategic planning and collective efforts. Chandubi's tourism industry has the potential to 
flourish, attracting visitors from diverse backgrounds and contributing significantly to the local 
economy. The government's pivotal role in facilitating these changes is crucial for unleashing the 
immense potential of Chandubi's tourism industry. In essence, for Chandubi to thrive as a 
prominent tourist spot, a harmonious partnership between the government and local communities 
is indispensable. By addressing challenges collaboratively and implementing strategic measures, 
Chandubi can emerge as a sustainable and popular destination, providing both economic 
opportunities for locals and enriching experiences for visitor. 
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