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ABSTRACT: 

Dark tourism, also called thana tourism or black tourism, is a new trend in the tourism business 
that has caused a lot of controversy. It includes going to places where death, tragedy, suffering, or 
other bad things happened in the past. Even though dark tourism is controversial, it has gained a 
lot of attention from travelers who want to learn more about history, human nature, and how past 
events have changed societies. This research article explores the roots and motivations of dark 
tourism, its ethical implications, and the potential benefits it offers to communities and visitors 
alike. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Tourism has long been associated with leisure, relaxation, and exploration of cultural and natural 
wonders. However, in recent years, a growing trend has emerged where tourists seek out 
destinations with dark and somber histories. These sites can range from former battlefields, 
concentration camps, disaster sites, crime scenes, and even haunted places. The motivation behind 
visiting such places varies from individual to individual, and this article aims to delve into the 
reasons that attract tourists to these sites. Tourism has traditionally been associated with 
pleasurable experiences, picturesque landscapes, and cultural exploration. However, a peculiar 
form of tourism has emerged, drawing curious travelers to destinations shrouded in darkness, 
tragedy, and somber histories. Referred to as dark tourism, thanatourism, or black tourism, this 
niche phenomenon has captured the attention of scholars, industry professionals, and the general 
public alike. 
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Dark tourism involves visiting sites that hold a connection to death, suffering, disaster, crime, or 
other macabre events. From the haunting remnants of ancient battlefields to the solemn grounds 
of concentration camps, and from the eerie remains of ghost towns to the memorials of natural 
calamities, these destinations offer an introspective journey into humanity's most poignant 
moments. 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

Historical Roots of Dark Tourism: Researchers have explored the historical origins of dark 
tourism, tracing its evolution from ancient pilgrimages to modern-day sites of tragedy. Early 
examples include the Colosseum in Rome, which attracted spectators to witness gladiatorial 
combats and executions. This line of research has shed light on the enduring appeal of dark sites 
and how they have shaped the evolution of tourism over time (Stone, 2006). 

Motivations of Dark Tourists: Understanding the motivations of dark tourists has been a central 
focus of numerous studies. Scholars have identified various factors that drive individuals to seek 
out these sites. Empathy and a desire for emotional connection with history emerge as key 
motivations, as visitors aim to understand the human experiences behind past events (Foley & 
Lennon, 1996). Additionally, the pursuit of thrills, seeking the adrenaline rush associated with 
visiting somber locations, has been found to be another strong motivator (Seaton, 1996). Moreover, 
dark tourism has been linked to a quest for authenticity and a means of confronting one's mortality 
(Lennon & Foley, 2000). 

Ethical Considerations: The ethical dimensions of dark tourism have been widely debated. 
Researchers have explored the moral implications of commercializing sites associated with tragedy 
and death, questioning whether these places should be treated as tourist attractions. Issues of 
sensitivity, respect for the deceased and their descendants, and the potential for voyeuristic 
behavior have been addressed (Sharpley & Stone, 2009). Striking a balance between education, 
commemoration, and commercial interests remains a significant challenge (Edensor, 2001). 

Socioeconomic Impact on Communities: Studies have examined the socioeconomic impact of dark 
tourism on host communities. While these sites can bring economic benefits, concerns have been 
raised about potential negative consequences, including displacement of local residents, disruption 
of traditional lifestyles, and loss of cultural identity (Biran & Hyde, 2013). Understanding the 
social and economic implications is essential for implementing sustainable tourism practices that 
benefit local communities while preserving their heritage. 

Educational Value of Dark Tourism: The educational potential of dark tourism has been explored 
in various contexts. Researchers have investigated how visits to sites of historical atrocities can 
contribute to historical education and memory preservation (Stone, 2012). Dark tourism has been 
integrated into educational curricula as a means of promoting empathy, critical thinking, and a 
deeper understanding of the human condition (Tarlow, 2005). These studies underscore the value 
of responsibly incorporating dark sites into educational practices. 
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Tourist Experience and Satisfaction: Several studies have focused on the tourist experience at dark 
sites and visitor satisfaction. Understanding how tourists interact with these destinations, the 
emotions they experience, and the factors influencing their satisfaction can aid in developing better 
management strategies (Waterton & Watson, 2014). These studies often emphasize the importance 
of respectful interpretation and memorialization. 

INDIAN TOURISM 

Indian tourism is a big part of the country's income because it brings in a lot of money and gives 
people jobs. The World Travel and Tourism Organization says that in 2018, tourism brought in 
18.92 lakh crore and supported 43.76 million jobs, which is 7% of all jobs. The 2018 Travel and 
Tourism Competitiveness Report puts India 36th out of 130 countries, which shows how important 
it is becoming in the tourism industry around the world. 

India has many different types of tourism, like recreation, sightseeing, pilgrimages, sports tourism, 
adventure tourism, and agro-tourism. But this study is mostly about a new kind of tourism called 
"dark tourism," which is unique. Dark tourism, which is also called "mourning tourism," is when 
people are very interested in going to places that have been linked to death and sadness in the past. 
This idea may seem strange, but it shows how curious people are and how much they want to learn 
about the less-known parts of history. India's economy and way of life have changed a lot because 
of the tourism business. Travel and tourism are important parts of a country's character because of 
its rich culture and history. India has a lot of natural resources, like the majestic Himalayan 
mountains, peaceful beaches, valleys, deserts, woods, and a wide range of wildlife. Travelers 
looking to heal and re-energize themselves will find a lot to do in India. Because of this, the tourism 
industry has grown a lot in recent years, and forecasts show that it will continue to grow. 

India's government has put in place programs like "Atithi Devo Bhava" (guest is God) to encourage 
tourism. These programs stress the importance of protecting natural resources, culture, history, 
and hospitality. The "Incredible India" campaign, which started in 2002 and is known around the 
world, shows off the country's many things, such as its culture, art, music, faith, and yoga. This 
variety lets tourists see many different sides of India, including cultural tourism, historical tourism, 
spiritual tourism, religious tourism, health tourism, yoga tourism, ecotourism, adventure tourism, 
animal tourism, village tourism, sports tourism, and more. Overall, India's tourism business keeps 
growing, bringing in direct investments from other countries and creating jobs in many different 
fields. By encouraging responsible and sustainable tourism, India hopes to protect its rich cultural 
and natural history while giving tourists from all over the world memorable experiences. 

MOTIVATIONS OF DARK TOURISTS 

A variety of motivations drive individuals to engage in dark tourism. Some seek an emotional 
connection to history, aiming to understand the human experience behind past events. Others are 
drawn by a sense of thrill, finding excitement in confronting morbid realities. Additionally, dark 
tourism has educational value, as it provides a platform for dialogue and remembrance. By 
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examining the motivations of dark tourists, we can better grasp the complex emotional and 
psychological aspects that attract visitors to these sites. 

ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS 

Dark tourism raises ethical questions, particularly concerning the commodification of tragedy and 
potential disrespect to the deceased and their descendants. There is a fine line between genuine 
remembrance and exploitation for commercial gains. Striking a balance between preserving the 
historical integrity of these sites and catering to tourists' interests is crucial to the ethical 
management of dark tourism. 

SOCIOECONOMIC IMPACT ON COMMUNITIES 

While dark tourism can be a source of economic growth for communities hosting such sites, there 
is a need to assess its broader socioeconomic impact. Balancing the economic benefits with the 
potential negative effects on local communities is vital for sustainable and responsible tourism 
development. Proper management strategies can help communities benefit from dark tourism 
while preserving their cultural identity and historical integrity. 

DARK TOURISM AND HISTORICAL EDUCATION 

One of the significant benefits of dark tourism is its potential to serve as an educational tool. By 
visiting these sites, tourists can gain a deeper understanding of history, learn from past mistakes, 
and develop empathy for the victims and survivors of tragedies. Integrating dark tourism into 
educational curricula can enhance historical education and foster a more empathetic and informed 
society. 

Ramojirao Film City, which is in Hyderabad, is India's second-biggest film city. It was opened in 
1996 by the artist Ramojirao. People in Hyderabad think this film city is a creepy place to visit. 
Witnesses say that there are strange Urdu words written on mirrors and that there is food all over 
the floor. The girls think that their favorite scary pictures are ghosts, so they keep knocking on 
their changing room and bathroom doors. Taj Palace Hotel, Mumbai (2007 Mumbai Terrorist 
Attack): The Taj Palace Hotel is one of India's most famous jewels. It is the picture of beauty, 
wealth, grace, and grandeur. Because of its high-end services and rooms, this hotel is the apple of 
Mumbai's eye. But in 2008, Lakshar-e-Taiba terrorists attacked this grand hotel and other places 
in Mumbai. This was a horrible crime against humanity. The country was shocked by these terrorist 
acts in Mumbai. 8. The Lambi Dehar Mines in Mussoorie, a popular tourist spot, are also a place 
where dark tourism takes place. One of the most scary places in India is the Lambi Dehar caves in 
Mussoorie. Millions of people died on the job in mines. People have died and done things in this 
place that don't make sense. The Three Kings Church in Goa is also known for strange things that 
happen there. People think that three kings killed each other to get control of the land where this 
church is now, and that their ghosts still live there. Wagha Border Crossing Points and Ceremonies, 
Punjab: Every night, troops from both India and Pakistan march and show how strong they are at 
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the border between the two countries. The practice of beating retreat has become a big draw for 
tourists from all over the world and from India itself. Shaniwarwada Fort, which is in Pune. People 
who live nearby have seen and heard strange things and think that a prince was killed in a terrible 
way. People in India think that this place is part of "dark tourism" because of these things.  Dumas 
Beach, in Surat, Gujarat. Strange things have been seen going on at this beach with black sand. 
People think that the person who was walking around the beach at night has moved on.This is 
another place in India that people think is bad. 

SITES .AND SCOPE .OF DARK TOURIST PLACES IN INDIA 

India has a long history and a lot of different cultures, so there are many places for people who 
want to learn about the sad parts of the country's past. Dark tourism in India includes historical 
events, disasters, haunted places, and places where people have died or been hurt. Some of India's 
most well-known places for dark tourism are: 

1. The Cellular Jail, Andaman and Nicobar: This notorious jail from the colonial era was also 
called Kala Pani. It was used by the British to lock up Indian freedom fighters who fought 
for independence. The jail's harsh conditions and brutal treatment of prisoners make it a 
haunting reminder of India's struggle for freedom. 

2. Jallianwala Bagh, Amritsar: This site is associated with the tragic Jallianwala Bagh 
massacre of 1919, where hundreds of innocent Indians were killed by British troops. The 
bloodstained walls and bullet marks still stand as a somber reminder of this appalling 
incident. 

3. Kargil War Memorial, Ladakh: The Kargil War Memorial is in Drass. It is a tribute to the 
brave Indian forces who died in the Kargil War with Pakistan in 1999. The memorial shows 
how brave and loyal the soldiers were who fought to protect the country's borders. 

4. Bhangarh Fort, Alwar, Rajasthan: Often considered one of India's most haunted places, 
Bhangarh Fort is shrouded in eerie legends and ghost stories. It attracts thrill-seekers and 
paranormal enthusiasts who are intrigued by its mysterious past. 

5. Chambal Ravines, Madhya Pradesh: These ravines were once known for the activities of 
dacoits, who terrorized the region. Although dacoitry has declined significantly, the area 
remains a dark tourism attraction for those interested in exploring India's criminal history. 

6. Tsunami Memorial, Tamil Nadu: This memorial commemorates the devastating tsunami 
that struck the Indian Ocean in 2004, affecting the coastal regions of Tamil Nadu. It serves 
as a poignant reminder of the natural disaster's impact on communities. 

7. Konark Sun Temple, Odisha: This UNESCO World Heritage Site has a dark history 
associated with its builder, King Narasimhadeva I. Legend has it that the temple's 
construction faced a curse, leading to its abandonment. 

8. Chittorgarh Fort, Rajasthan: The fort witnessed several jauhars (mass self-immolation by 
women) during sieges, making it a poignant symbol of courage and sacrifice. 

 



DARK TOURISM:  THE ATTRACTIVE DARK SIDE OF TOURISM 

 
 

ISSN:1539-1590 | E-ISSN:2573-7104 
Vol. 5 No. 1 (2023) 
 

© 2023The Authors 
 

356 

SCOPE OF DARK TOURISM IN INDIA: 

India's rich history and diverse cultural heritage offer immense scope for dark tourism. The country 
has witnessed various historical events, natural disasters, wars, and cultural tragedies, making it 
an attractive destination for tourists seeking unique and thought-provoking experiences. As dark 
tourism gains popularity worldwide, India can leverage its rich historical and cultural assets to 
attract both domestic and foreign travelers. 

Promoting dark tourism sites can not only contribute to the economic growth of the country but 
also provide opportunities for local communities to benefit from tourism revenue. Responsible and 
sensitive management of these sites is crucial to ensure that the historical significance and 
educational value of dark tourism are preserved, while also respecting the sentiments of the places 
and events being visited. 

By highlighting the historical importance of these dark tourism sites and incorporating them into 
well-rounded travel itineraries, India can tap into the growing market of tourists interested in 
exploring the darker aspects of human history. As travelers seek meaningful and authentic 
experiences, dark tourism in India has the potential to become an important niche within the 
broader tourism industry, showcasing the country's diverse heritage and cultural resilience. 

DARK TOURISM IN INDIA FACED WITH PROBLEMS 

People think that dark .tourism is bad because it takes place in places where people die and things 
get destroyed. India has always been shown in a good light because it has so many culture and 
spiritual places to visit. People question the psychology behind why people go on vacation, so this 
idea is hard for most people to accept. Dark tourism hasn't been sold well because people don't 
understand it and don't know much about it. Also, India is hard to market because of its people's 
cultural ethics, beliefs, and morals. The places that offer dark tourism are not well-developed, and 
they don't have the right services for tourists. Tourists have a hard time getting to these places 
because they aren't well known. India's tourism department does not have any plans for promoting 
"dark tourism" places. 

1. The lack of publicity and low amount of publicity is the biggest problem with dark tourism 
in India. 

2. Dark tourism is .a new type .of tourism, so not many people know about these places to 
visit. This means that a lot of tour companies can't give the right service to their customers. 

3. Tourists can't get to the dark places because they aren't well connected. 
4. 4. The locals don't help the government in charge of tourism enough to boost dark tourism 

and make dark tourists happy. 
5. Not having enough money to grow the tourism business is another big problem for dark 

tourism. 
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6. The dark tourism spots are still being taken care of, which makes them worse every year. 
As they lose their charm and authenticity, they become more popular with tourists and less 
acceptable. - Read the line above and add a sentence or two. 

DARK TOURISM IN INDIA: IDEAS FOR ITS DEVELOPMENT 

1. The first step is to get the word out about dark tourists in India through audio-visual and 
paper media. 

2. For dark tourism to grow, organizations have to set up a right circle of services for tourists, 
such as a place to stay, food, a guide, etc. 

3. Three people who live near dark tourist spots need to know the right things about them and 
look out for and help tourists who visit those spots. 

4. When a circle is made for tourists visiting a place, they can reach and explore it better. This 
is why good circuits must be made so that tourists can get to all the places they want to. 

People who travel and travel groups need to talk to the government about making new rules and 
changing old ones. 

CONCLUSION 

Dark tourism in India presents a unique and challenging aspect of the country's tourism industry. 
The concept of visiting places associated with death, tragedy, and suffering is met with societal 
resistance and cultural dilemmas. However, it offers an opportunity to explore and understand the 
somber aspects of India's history and heritage. Despite the challenges faced by dark tourism in 
India, such as negative perceptions, lack of awareness, and inadequate infrastructure, there is 
immense potential to develop these sites responsibly and sensitively. By raising awareness and 
understanding the educational value of dark tourism, it can be integrated into India's diverse 
tourism offerings. To overcome the challenges, collaboration among government bodies, local 
communities, tourism stakeholders, and experts is crucial. Proper interpretation, ethical practices, 
and community involvement can create meaningful and respectful experiences for tourists while 
preserving the historical significance of these sites. 

As India continues to embrace dark tourism and promote its historical tragedies and significant 
events, it can attract a niche segment of travelers seeking thought-provoking and immersive 
experiences. By striking a balance between preserving the cultural ethos and exploring the darker 
aspects of its past, India can further diversify its tourism industry and contribute to sustainable 
economic growth. With careful planning and responsible practices, dark tourism in India can 
become an integral part of the country's tourism landscape, offering travelers a profound and 
unforgettable journey into the depths of its history and heritage. 
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